REMARKS 

A disclaimer meeting the requirements for allowability of claims 1 through 4 has been 
submitted and has been attached hereto as Exhibit A. As a result, claims 1 through 4 are allowable. 

New claims 5 through 8 have been added. Claim 5 is identical to allowable claim 1 with the 
following modification. The "primary means for discharging" and "secondary means for 
discharging" elements have deleted the phrase "the means for discharging having a submersion zone 
to substantially trap undissolved gases from passing from the apparatus with the flow of discharged 
fluid". Claim 5 nevertheless continues to contain a patentable combination of elements and should, 
like claim 1, also be allowable. 

Claims 6 through 8 are dependent on claim 5 using the same language of claims 2, 3 and 4, 
respectively. As a result, claims 6 through 8 should also be in condition for allowance. 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 

5. A sulphurous acid generator apparatus comprising: 

a first conduit for conducting sulphur dioxide gas and means for drawing the sulphur 

dioxide gas through the first conduit; 
a second conduit for conducting water; 
a third conduit comprising: 

a blending portion and at least one contact containment portion, 

the blending portion comprising means for bringing the sulphur 
dioxide gas conducted through the first conduit and the water 
conducted through the second conduit into contained, 
codirectional flow whereby the sulphur dioxide gas and water 
are brought into contact with each other, 
the contact containment portionf s) comprising a passageway through 
which the sulphur dioxide gas and the water may 
codirectionally flow in contact with each other and in which 
at least a portion of the sulphur dioxide gas may react with 
water to form sulphurous acid, 
means for discharging the sulphurous acid and unreacted sulphur dioxide gas 
from the third conduit, 
the first and third conduits defining an open system thereby avoiding subjecting the 

sulphur dioxide gas to a system pressure: 
a mixing tank for further maintaining sulphur dioxide in contact with system fluid: 
primary means for discharging the sulphurous acid; [the means for discharging 
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having a submersion zone to substantially trap undissolved gases from 
passing from the apparatus with the flow of discharged fluid;] 
the mixing tank defining an outlet through which the sulphurous acid may pass to 
exit the mixing tank, the mixing tank having a lid with an exhaust vent 
through which undissolved gases may exit the mixing tank; 
a vent conduit in communication with the exhaust vent and means for drawing the 

sulphur dioxide gas through the vent conduit: 
a supplemental water conduit for conducting a supply of water: 
a fourth conduit comprising: 

a blending portion and at least one contact containment portion: 

the blending portion comprising means for bringing the sulphur 
dioxide gas conducted through the vent conduit and the water 
conducted in the supplemental water conduit into contained, 
codirectional flow whereby the sulphur dioxide gas and water 
are brought into contact with each other, 
the contact containment portionf s) comprising a passageway through 
which the sulphur dioxide gas and the water may 
codirectionallv flow in contact with each other and in which 
at least a portion of the sulphur dioxide gas may react with the 
water to form sulphurous acid, 
secondary means for discharging sulphurous acid, [the means for discharging having 



a submersion zone to substantially trap undissolved gases froi 




6. The apparatus of claim 5 further comprising a vent stack in communication with the 
secondary means for discharging sulphurous acid, the vent stack comprising a tower 
containing water and exhausting gases in countercurrent flow. 

7. The apparatus of claim 5 wherein further comprising a corresponding hopper and burn 
chamber connected to the first conduit, the hopper and burn chamber constructed from a 
concrete comprising one part Lumnite© cement and three parts aggregate wherein the 
aggregate comprises pea-sized medium shale in an amount ranging from about 0 parts to 
about 3 parts and crushed/fine shale in an amount ranging from about 0 parts to about 3 parts. 

8. The apparatus of claim 5 further comprising a burn chamber connected to the first conduit 
and means for dampening the flow of air into the burn chamber. 

Should the Examiner have any questions or concerns, Applicant's representative would 
welcome a telephonic interview at the Examiner's convenience to the telephone number indicated 
below. 

DATED this J2_T day of July, 2002. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Todd E. ZengeW 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 33,610 

KIRTON & McCONKIE 
1800 Eagle Gate Tower 
60 East South Temple 
Salt Lake City, Utah 841 11 
Telephone: (801) 328-3600 
Facsimile: (801) 321-4893 A 
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